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VOM, Bx 6475 Met Stn, Llos Angeles Cal. #24. 10c per copy, $ per 10
Publisht I+ & When. Forrest Jackerman & Morojo Squirt, irresponsible
Any simhilarity tween this & a formerly hi-standard pub is nostalgic

STUFF: When we séid Vom was deteriorating last ish, we meant it; we werent fishing
for protestations of "Oh, no! No, don't say that." We noe it, we feel it,

“We can see it. Slips are made, Weé have to call your attention to errata mowdays.

For drawnthru line pg 12 read "wants to mind his ovm darh business, and leave VOM
alone®, Pg 9 shoudve had sidelines for the summarizations in Forster & Evens' let-
ters. And yet--Norton, who pand #23, a preDyktawo ish, in hstonishing's current fmz
review section, praised last ish; & Tackett declared "VOM is improving, no less,
Everything about the mag shows the improvement. Pics, cartoons, &nd letters are a
lot better than they were a few issues ago." Well, praps we are improving material-
ly; but certainly not technicly. See, I nrly forgot to clear up another error-on-
stencil that slipt into mimeo ink; I spose thattll be the ultimate horror, feiling
even in the "editorial" to straiten matters out & meking U wait a coupla mos. to
find out what was rong. Well, anyway, when U come across "reprejAdele”, if U cen
think of it, read “repro/sdele" instead, ‘° WRIGHT MUST FALL, It seems we (un-
intentionly, to be sure) done Tom double dirt, "I sob" he says, "I weep. Oh give
thy hendkerchief, kind friend, that I may quell these bitter tears.," Well, Bell,

as the aviator explaind to the Boss ("Things to Come")--"!Tis not I: It's the na-
ture of things," The lithograficamera can't detect the deep delicacy of your dwgs,
& the multilith plates can't reproduce their full fragility faithfully, At least, I
don't say it can't be done, but not the quality for the price we pay--& it aint hay.
We wept, too, Tom, to see abtout 25% of the attraction of your Bellass had been lost
in the reproduction; but we still think it makes a swell cover, Only solution we
can think of is to make your future pix 25% better'n U want 'em to reproduce, then
they!ll come out as'good as a perfect original, ’ Our Spon Sirs, Llast ish Lloyd
Conncrley had things to say concerning the MANKIND UNITED movement in Cal that took
up too much space logitimately to be considerd a letter, Yet, it wasnt an outryt
ad, & he wanted it publisht. He was able to work out a deal with us, whercby a Cal
Supplement to Vom was distrituted, to subseribers in this State only. This month
hlojo hed remarks he wanted to make, that he did not want summarized & yet were en-
tirely out of proportion for any letter to Vom. Financed by him, however, we have
no objection to presenting his Paper in gddition to the regular contents, et no

cost to U, Ir this case, ilojo elso prepared the stencils & assisted with the mim-
coing, making a minimum of xtra work for yecoeds, Shoud any other readers wish to
sponsor Vomsups, no dout arrengements can be made. Regarding his article, Alojo
rote us the following note bfor submitting it: "It will be, in the main, & paper
devoted to clarifying the multitude of erroneous impressions which have developed
in the course of the Tigrina controversy, regarding the Black Mass, Witcheraft,
Voodooism, and other similar matters. °° The lack of specialized knowledge about
these things that marks the average science and/or fantasy fan has resulted in o
general misunderstanding and confusion which seems likely to grow instead of dim-
inish, unless somec steps are taken to set apart the various manifestations of what
is loosely called 'The Left Hand Path.' *° As I am technically in retirement, I
had not intended to enter the controversy again, But the incredible statements by
certain individuals in VoM #23 has prompted me to write this brief. I hope it will
o least roturn the discussion to an intelligible level, “° P, S.- I should ap-
presiate your making a mote of my new address: 1129 North Lo Madera, El Monte, call
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AVE ATQUE VALE, TIGRINA! We regretfully report that tales of Tig necessarily will
take place in pastense hence. Due to dyktawo she has left college, only place she
coud be contacted in securitys; & I have reason to bliev she will not return to
fandom. This announcement I think will release a certain compulsion from the
tongue of one Squire Perdue, so that he may bresk a seal of silence without break-
ing any promises; & reveal certain very intresting info. We hope Fercue will fa-
vor Vom, which brot Tigrina to prominence, with the final scoop on her, Of her
works, we have a few choice words left & 2 cartoons in the Witch Hazel series.
PROTO-J: With Tigrina's star unavoidably on the wane, I call your attention to
Barbare E Bovard--BEB. Bobby will need no introduction to Canadian fandom, an im-
portant adjunct of which she has been for some time via Light & Censored & her
features therein such as "Unscientifacts" & "Useless from Uranus", articles,

storys &c. BEB is fannish as they come & if her proposed airaid warden activitys
don't take up too much time, & she doesnt join the army or navy, I'm confident BEB
will be pressing into the Top 20 brackets of actifans bfor long. Her fanografy
next ish, her foto on our 5th Annish. “° Speaking of the 5th Annish, twill fea-
turc our 3d fanograficover. On hand are snaps of Tom Daniel, CSYoud & Earle Barr
Hznson. Wanted are: Tom Ludowitz, the New Harry Schmarje, Guy Gifford, Swishers,
Louis & lLarry Smith, Liebscher, Chauvenet, Speer, Farsacl, Cumningham...& who else
woud U like to see? Those of U named, please consider yourselves invited to send
us a snap., It is to your advantaege that it be a clear print with glossy finish,
For reference to head-size we'd like, see Widner's on #23. A face that is just
coverd by a nickel is e good size., '’ Widner the Wipner. Last ish Art made a
guess I didnt endorse on a piece of English idiom, namely "carrying a can of por-
ridge between his shoulders"., The Poll Cat ventured the opinion this woud be syn-
onymous with Americen slangwidge "puddin'head", And Ron Holmes, Britisher, cinches
Widner's supposition, riting "The can of porridge between the shoulders, is the
head, and naturaly intimetes porridge instead of breins.” 3"
sides the conclu to his lengthy letter begun in #22 & crowded out of #23-=f F24--a
whale of another big letter was rcvd from Juffus in the interim., Most all of which
we want to print, %Such letters are rich rewards to fan pubbers.) By golly,

we'll have to start almost from the time we have 2 or 3 letters on hand & dummy--
now, dammit, ell the fenfusion in this room has got me flusterd. My eye skipt a
line, Back up; start again, By golly, ws'll have to dummy tem (Speer's letters)
first nextime, Instead of being able to gather letters for a month, arrangs in an
intresting or effective order (to the disorderd eds' minds, at any rate) & dummy
all within a wk or 10 days, as in the old days; now days we have to start almost
from the time we have 2 or 3 letters on hand & dummy bit by bit nite by nite & wk
by wk, ‘’ ((Praps it will explain some things to say that Bradbury is present as
I try to work.)) ‘’ After the last Vom was done & the new not due for 2 mos.,
there alredy were a great many letters on hand & somehow Weaver was seized with =
fever (hm, spontaneous! In the dummy it sez "a spurt of enthusiesm or nrg or
somethint™)-—enyway, all anyone noes is that it suddenly was coneeived that a sur-
prise Vom shoud be out about 3 wks after its predecessor, Well that we started
early like we did, for subscribers will be receiving this ish a scant 2 wks in ad-
vence of schedule, as is. Morojo got & new job that upt her hrs-per-wk by 6 or
more; one wk I hadda put in 86 hrs, slitely style-cramping for an actifan of my
proclivitys. '’ A free. sample Fantasy Fiction Field will be included with this
mailing if Unger gets the batch to us in time, -- [Iow I spose we'lre to be con-
fronted at the 1lth hour with e BIG BLANK SPACE to fill, 4e speaking on stencil
--gazif U didna noe, Typing this even as the final pgs of Vom are running of the
mimeo, I mean off. In the original dummy, left space planning on running entrys
on a contest that never got eannounced. Dunno what hapnd, but I sent info to FFF,
after the apesrance of the last Vom, in which the Table of Contents unhappily wes
crowded out (or, actually, never even created, altho there woudntve been room to
run it anyway). So I got the idea of getting fandom in on it, & having top humor-
ists Tucker, Widner, Liebscher et al create a composite ToC. And publish in this
ish. But too late now. ‘’ We shoud have saved last issue's editorial title for
this: RIGOROUS MORTIFICATION indeed! After ell our space-saving devices, We now
have space to spare! Woc woe woe woe Woe Wwo8 Woe woe€ Woo woe woe woe woe woe woe !
Waldo! Other Spacc. "4 thing can both be, not be, and be enything, There are
many truc ways of looking at the same thing. Some ways are good, some are bad,"

So please be charitable, kind peoples, & look at this the good way; meke bliev

this ish--& this pg in particular--isnt quite the mess it actually is, Dankon.
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"As T always sey, we fans must set an example 1o ihe rest of
the werld - show {hew how 1o Jive planned, orderly lives

Live in bexes of one sort or another, "LezRoy" springs from a
Fourtain in El Don--er—-Coloxedo,  Ssz LezRoy: “Dear Torm—-I
mean VoMites If those two bums, Fojak and Connerley, who work only 60 hours
per week will step to one side I will introduce a working man--myself. Be it
hereby known that I work 70 hpw, Who tops met “° The cover of #23, like the
previous fanograph was superb. All sorts of fans including the Green Fantom him-
self, no less, Incidentially, Acky, those specs make you look like one of these
comic book supermen who wear goggles to change their appearance, "Armed only with
his French 75 the Green Fentom, who is in real life FJA, man about fandom, stalks
the horrible bug-cyed XZURGLPHUMGQSTYCS and puts an end to their murderous. career
of publishing new fanzines," ‘° I agree with you Art (Widner), man's mental at-
titude to his fellowmen has always bcen one of the greatest bottlenecks (battle-
necks!) in the progress of civilization. Consider how racial and class hatred, or
distinction, have kept many people from receiving even an elementary education,
*’Is Webster kidding? Why the crusadingy Go back a couple ishes, Doug. Widner
gives the answer to that one in #20. A dissatisfaction with world conditions and
a desire to improve those conditions. Should we ‘'relax and just live fairly norm-
al lives't Just sit back and let the rest of the world go by¥ Should we draw
back within ourselves end fall into the rut of everyday existencey Hell no!

That, chums, is complacency and complacency means decadence, If we were satisfied
with our present world it would be a simple matter to go on with what we've got,
making no further progress whatsoever. And that would mean retrogression for the
whole human race. Would you, Webster, be satisfied with what you've got if you
knew you could get something bettervy Do you think that our descendants would be
satisfied with today's world with its greed, filth, and illiteracy? Are you sat-
isfied with ity If you are, chum, what are you doing in fandomy¥ '’ To Conner-
ley, your four points-are good, chum, and & couple are in use. Esperanto, for in-
stance. To your list, tho, I'd like to add a fifth: racial cquality. '’ I am
inclined to doubt that Tigrina knows as much about the Occult as she claims, If
you've got something on the ball, Tige,,,,,How about tossing me some info? I'm
curious, no less. (WE guess U'll have to remain curious, Roy--praps even peculiar
—-for, as U'd've ggg:} 45 R Egé:{l gﬁéﬁ_c_g':ﬁté'ﬁ%'sm{n”s;ag;"stsada turning to 3r6.uv;~5v7ﬁ
letter giggg.)ggg: tski, the Devil Doll is Tehind the ™8 5all™& may never emerge™ ™
again, alack!

full"itTII tell ya. Stuff it and you get indigestion.' I got indigestion. Rx:
month vacation from stf and fendom. During the winter months I did nothing but
concentrate on stf and fandom., I let my school work go visit with Mephistopheles,
Toward the end of May it got me like a hangover. I was depressed, Too much of

the cosmos, the infinite, et al. I not only lost interest in fandom but in every-
thing else also. So I toss stf on the shelf and drag down Omar, and Helliburton.

I go out on a couple of parties and get inebriated. I oven go so far as to get a
job. (Dyktawo¥) Now I look better, my pocketbook looks better, and fandom looks
best of all, I even laugh at 4e's puns, Mithiquotation: Seid the 'Wolf Man' when
being beat upon the skull with & silver-headed cane, 'It Claudes up and Reins all
over me.'" Or, es Chaney said to the Invisible Man: "Lon time N0 S66......vesess®

er,f/’ . ‘:}~ away Roy! This fan's distinction is that, unlike the likes of
dy { Tueker. {(til receptly) Widner, Joquel, Tigrina, & others, who
/
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Tnat Bob-in-
the-Box-260,
TUCKER, rites
from Blogg;ng
ton TRl
want to try my
fine hand at
baiting Tigrina;
it seems to be
the thing in VOM
of late, etc.
First I want to
point out some-
thing obvious a-
bout fandom, to
wit: let a hith-
erto undiscov-
ered (and/or
glamorous) fe-
male appear on
the fan-scene
and every half-
baked fan from
Maine to Lower
California rush-
es in to link
his name with
hers, etc. The
crude way of do-
ing it, without
too much use the
the imagination,
is to write a
letter to VOM
saying: 'Good for
Tigrina etc. and
her Hoodoo, etc,
She is a gal af-
ter my own pock-
etbook, ete.'
This firmiy esta-
blishes one in a
permanent niche;
it also forms a
bond, however va-
porous, between
the h-bfan and
the female, When
the two meet &at
convention,
months or yecars
later, the fe-
male will remember thc linking of names and perhaps keep company with h-bfen in
sheer gratitude. Or even give him an atomical picture of hersclf and write him in-
timate letters, daily. 4nd ctc. Thus, friends, I wish to bait Tigrina and link my
name with hers, to wit: Tigrine-link-Tucker, Etc. Oh yes, the baiting: Webster to
the contrary, she is not the one who ' . . omitted to grow up.' Rather, I would
say she was permitted to grow up., Which is a shame, etc. (I have an acquaintance
who would, at the slightest suggestion, be overly glad to show her —--or perform
with her.if she wishes-- & couple of satanist tricks with cats that is guaranteed
to turn --nay, revolve the stomach like a merry-go-round.) And now, having duly
established my point and acclaimed myself a half-baked fan, etc., I continue,
I have recently met Ecco Connor, and it is my personal opinion, etc. that he is a
number fifteen fan, etc. Ghodde, etc! I'm damned glad 40 miles of space and stuff
and ete. are between us! The last time he was over here he swiped three originals
off my walls, found and dutifully killed nine bottles of beer in the ice box, (no,
Ackie, he didn't crawl into the box to kill them), ripped a dirty picture out of
my best pornographic book, made eyes at my wife and robbed the kids' bank for pas-
sage money home, The cur} Etc. (I threatened to have Wollheim run him out of fan-
dom but he took it lightly. Etc.) ‘° Kuslan should shoot you for printing that
awful pic of her, If I didn't have a better one (or two) than that in my files I
would resign from fandom at once in pure fear, The Leslie Perri picture must be
several years old. The last time I saw her she was wearing a mustache and goatee,
etc. I also noticed a wrinkle in her stocking. Striking resemblence between Les
Croutch and Man Mountein’ Marconette! Koenig is a Paul gentleman come to life-- see
FFL, May-June 1940, page 7, man standing upright on deck of ship; and various oth-
ers not recollected at the moment. Blomstrand the berries, etc, Dime to a dollar
he (Bronson) marries the girl within four years. Etc. "’ The #2 face exists,
etc.Ing, "=- PS: Will you please announce in VOM that I am resigning from fan-
dom. (Ihe gal on the back is g witch! ete.)"

AP S s LS RTARA T i TR SRRt RS S -

ASTONISHING ALDENORTOL! dictated td
his secy: "Congratulations on a truly outstanding issue of V. O. M. In spite of

vour lugubrious lead editorial, I found the contents interesting indeed." Inx, pro!
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A few of our last words from
TIGRINA: "Sometimes, to read
your magazine, if I was not aware
what kind of a person(t) Fojak
is, I would never believe it was
a Feantasy magazine. In it are
discussed (and cussed)very often
art, views fans take on different
subjects not always pertaining to
the realm of Fantasy, and, unfor-
tunately, other subjects as well."
So much for the gel whose heart

belongs to Dante...

::?%51“ﬁ WRIGHT rites from 3618 R i e

Maple Ave, Qekland, Cal: g
"I thought the cover this time much better :
than the first group of fotos.  They are clearer and better arranged, methinks,
I couldn't place the Doldrawing at first but finally came the dawn and Schachner's
"Sterile Planet", rightt It's really a beauty---ah, what I wouldn't give for a
Dold! “° Your choice in Varga's is rather poor, one from the Esquire Calander
would have been much better, specially 1i'l June, Anyway it puts me in nice com-
pany...... so far you have reproduced four illustrations - - Dold, Varga,"Tomor-
row", and Wright (Frankenstein). Heh heh. ‘° 1leslie perrit How does one whis-
tle via typewriter? (U have a difficult problem there, Tom--espeshly on these

-~ s e s e e s ot et o ot o Tt i Pt

modern noiseless machines,) -7 flidner's Ietter 15 one of thé most inferesting
things I"have read in"a long time. Widner seems to have an exceedingly sound and
keen analytical mind, and what is more, he can say what he thinks without getting
himself and the reader all mixed up. I wish I could do that. I was particularly
impressed by his comments on Fortier; 1 think I feel that way sometimes., ~° He
and Chauvenet answered the Christian question very well. I, too, was raised in a
very Christian menner . . . my mother even taught Sunday School, and I never
missed for years, But after maeking a fairly careful study of the Bible, as well
as minor investigations into such things as the Talmud, the Koran, etc., it seems
that Christianity has as many fallacies as any of the other religions. °° Turn-
er's pic was, quite natuarally, excellent. I only hope for Turner's sake that the
fans don't pick it to pieces, anatomically speaking., I have seen this happen so
often with no cause. Most people can't seem to renlize that therc is more that
one kind of women -- the kind Petty and Varga draw; which are really fantasy."

LINSTLIN VAN MANDERPOOTZ STEINMETZ EDISON DEAN, 834 SK Grand Ave, Portland, Qre:
"Heving taken & couplc of minutes off from the club that hasn't been doing much
clubbing , and from the mag. that has yet to do it's lst mogging, I look at a cou-
ple of back numbers of VOM. So I write in for my share of glory (morning, glory)
(pardon the comma, I'm in a coma). “’ OQur Portlend club is somewhere in the vi-
cinity of a ycar old now, and & name at long last seems to have become permsnent
for it, to wit( helf-wit): the Stardust Society......,the numerous and sundry at-
tempts I have becn moking to bring fandom knecling at my feet in rapt edmiretion

( of somc other guy) having been completly frustratcd , I am content to confine

my activities to the organizing of the Pacific N.W. Yc other 14 members here all
have varying ideas , including the replacing of the N.F.F.F. with an interplanet-
ary outfit giving preference to the Martian Zounds , but here is our larger policy
as it stands : name, Progressive Fantasy Fan Federation (as M.Brown would say,

' it sphinx ' ) . This is our attempt to induce inactive fans to get together and
form a elub. Ludowltz and his boys and gals and our bunch are working out the de-
tails of a counter-affiliation which makes us have interrelations which neither of
us have the foggiest notion of . We in Portland havve had a potential (po-stenchal)
fanmg, on the fire for some time , but have revised it sq.many times that the poor
thing is dizzy. It should ( not a promise, but a hope) be out within a month under
the namc ' PROG ' editor M.W.Browvm , and it is guaranteed to be stinky or your mo-
ney back., In fact ,"its so bad we are giving it away to get the fans to sse it !
We should eall it ' PHEW ' instead of Prog. 1 approve of: nudes, hobbies in
fandom, nudes, bettering civilization, nudes, fans who are interested in unusual
and unorthodox things, nudes, VOM , nudes, a definite program for fandom, nudes, a
series of conferences by meil on whet fandom can do to better hooeymanity, nudes ,
ete. I also approve of nudes. I dissaprove of people who refuse to recognize my
immense sagacity and indubiteble ( that word again ) genius. For my part, Tige can
keep up her voodoo blurbs . I love 'em, As for fan activity , I have spent ebout
an average about 7 or 8 hours a day on this "#§% ' ()°3/405.2,.1/2;¢/1/4-x ! club
merging end fanmog publication and have only an intense and deep disgust to show
for it , That is , such time has been put to all this only for the last two weeks .
Before that I took a couple of hours off every other day to catch a meal and to
sleep, '’ Well , I will cease this rot cnd let ya requiescat in pace .... If any
has ¢ minut to spare , drop me a line . Like all good fish , I'11 go for the line
2ll the faster if its the stuff I'm interested in ( in this case , me . I am my own
hobby . Gee, but I'm swell ! )"

F-l-a-s-h ! Breath easy, fandom: Tucker rites:
"Will you please announce in VOM that I am re-entering fandom. (P.S. the girl on
the back is a witch!)" ‘ :
_ﬁ/‘,jpgz LIEBSCHER, 101 S Lastern, Joliet, Ill, comments in
a fashion which leads us to bliev something Joliet mustve made ‘'er I1l:
"Vombardiers: (sometimes spelled ea )l Ferry & my little green star of heaven I'm
mad atcha both. Why oh why after alllthe hours we spent composing it, didn't you

print that masterpiece we (Tuck & he & §§§3 sent you recently after the investiga-

et -




tion, to see whether it was worth two cents or not, or maybe it is
three, I've heard some rumors that postage went up. (Ig}g rumors, Walt; U still

can get 2c stamps like always.) If anybody can make out that~Iast cryptic senc
tence, make three carbon copies and throw them away, send me the original and I
will send you a picture to set on your piano, make six carbon copies, throw them
away and the original too and I'll come and sit on the pianc myself, Which re-
minds me of the story of the rooster that wore red pants, but that is another sto-
ry entirely., °° Speaking of carbon, that was a lousy pun you pulled, Forry, a-
bout your Mother being scared by a street car, thereby making you allergic to car-
bonated water, frankly I don't get it." (My, my, how streetcars--I mean anecdotes
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-~get around. Wasnt that ritten in a private loveletter to Abby Lu Ashley, whersZ
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( = SCHMARJE, 318 Stewart Rd, Musca-
tine, Iowa, who, in attempting _Qgﬁi?xﬁ to cleor up the confusion sur-
rounding his mercurial changcs of mind, only adds to the chaos by
introducing a cousin Harris who e uses his adres on occasions, says:

"I feel terribly hurt by Wr. Jonkins' attitude of lofty sarcasm
and decp hatred of me, I don't feel that way toward him.,.. In fact, I have a warm
placc in my soft heart for him, °’ Jenkins is a great writer; no doubt existing
about that. He is a thinkor, possessing o great mind. Yet, incomplete possession
of this hitherto incomparable cerobrum, ho tosscs sarcastic paragrafs at me whon
cever he caon; not cven personally, but he makes thesc remarks to our mutual friend,
Raymond Vashington, who in turn relays them to me. Hell, I fecl terribly hurt, as
I seid before, thot any fan should be so devestatingly against me,"

Tho Mogul of
Maryland, Hagerstown's own HARRY WARNER JR, rites us from 303 Bryan P1: "I'm
tempted to agrec with Widner that to spend ten bucks on a cover when the other
thirtcen prges' cost probably wasn't more than half that is terriblo; but then I
look at the cover again, and my heart overrules my head's maturc consideration,
This is the first time I've seen a good photo of Roscnblum. Doosn't he look like
a primc minister or something, though? ‘’ The great Christianity debate inter-
csts me very mueh. I attonded o Catholic parochial school through the first secven
grades, although I was raised and my parents arc Protostant. From this cxperionce,
I emcrgod with the firm conviction that a combination of the Catholic mass and Lu-
theren, perhaps, 'church scrvices' would be bearable, because in that woy vwe'd cs-
cepc that atrocity that kceps millions of pcople away from protestant churches,
The Sermon. ’° Unlike .rt Widner, I connot comprehend o universe without begin-
ning or cnd, anymorc than I can comprehend one with beginning or end, of eithor
timc or spacc.. Can onyonor" L4s to Christianity's merits as a world-bettering
forecc, think it's done far more for good than bad in last sevral 1000 yrs., Hold-
ing truo today. Two mcn-#4aken from samc social status, of same degree of intelli-
gence, with aproxly cqual natural ability, & onc grows up to bccome a priest &
other a w.c, worker; in thend, t h o priest almost invariebly willve lived the
better life, have been a "better" man. "Now if we could figure out a way to have ,
five hundred ministers or priests for each member of the congregation, instead of
vice versa, all would be well. “° But I cannot call myself a ture 'believer'."
Thinks it very possible there is & God, or maybe a number of them. They may be on
the order of the .risians; there may be greater & lesser Gods. If there's a su-
preme maker of everything, logical to presume life after death. ‘’° But Hell or
Purgatory woud be too odd of God. /nd doesnt think Bible worth tho daily reading
Christians are sposed to afford it. Contains many fine things apearing, as far as
we've the power to judge, to be truths. But most, if divincly inspirod, was so
terribly distorted somcwherg along linc as to rendor uscless. .. fino God who-- (&
here Harry picks on one of my favorite topix for apoplexy when anybody mentions the
paradoxical picturc of a boncvolent God in considerstion of tho curse about "unto
the third gencration") sends down punishment upon innocont children becousc of mis—
dceds of their fathers. (Qf all the godamnd yngvicious perversions I've heard of, /
taking it out on my umborn greatgrandfans beuz greatgrandsap blasfemed tho Big Boy,
frinstance--! Y, I shoudnt blame 4sJ thc 4th a bit if hc camc back in his time-
machine to bump me off. lkaybe I better go ahcad first & get him. Wait, what is
that misty shape mterializing in the far cornor of the rm? £y (Great Grand) Son,
Iy (Great Grond) Son! What is that funny 1il pencilike gadget U'ro pointing at me?
No: No! mot-- Xrpt from Shangri-L'A Facts: "The body of Forrest J Ackorman was
found hero. today, murdered, poliec belicve, under mystifying circumstances. 4 ncot
hole was burned thru his heart, and his staring oycs carricd o look of what the
coroner describcd as 'utter increodulity'. The door was locked from the inside.")
‘"Harry goes on to wonder if Smith purposecly petternd his Lensmanuscripts after =
"all thist" Docsnt think ho meant to satirize Christianity but there're so many
similar points. .irisians to corrcspond with God (I Qo%rospondcd with God--Honest
to God I Did!) & the angels, who pick out certain men (& even onc woman) to be
their disciples or workors for good; in the series they're Lonsmen, in tho Bible
they'rc called prophets & saints. Tihatshisname, the black-sheop .arisian who turnd
out to be the bigshot Boskonian, corrosponds with the fallen angel, Lucifer or Sa-
tan. Mony other simileritys. 4t lcast it proves there are good plots in tho Bible,
“’But he likes Moffatt's sanc attitude, anyway, & his sensible rctorts to Chauvcnet
& the rest. --FLASH! Me intcrrupt tho condensotion of the Wernoremarks for an im-)
portant announcement! Bed news for fandom gs Tucker ritcs: ™vill you plcase an-
nounco in VO that I am cgoin resigning from fondom. (P.S. the girl on the back is
o witch!)" Returning to Warner: "Glad to sce tho praiscs for Rosenblum, who is
certainly thc most unappreciated fan cxtant. I wonder how Wobster will rcconcile
the way British fans are shoving him into a prominent job with thc new British fan
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organization, and the nasty cracks he's been making about fans who

want to unitey I quite agree that it's high time Fortier stop changing his mind
with the temperatureor stock market or whatever. It's ridiculous to alter opin-
ions just for the sake of variety every week or two, as he does, and he's easily
the worst offender in fandom when it comes to announcing magazines that never ap-
pear, changing titles without good reason, discontinuing publications after an is-
sue or two, and similar entics,"

A "half asleep" RON HOLMES rote us from 32 Rock-
field Rd, Liverpool 4, Eng, on 19 May: "Here I crawl out of my shell again, this
time to give Forry, George Medhurst and the readers of Vom a lecture, I hope
they teke it in good part and due tolerance, cause, by gosh don't I have to toler-
ate a lot from them' Starts with a criticism of past covers, complimenting
Wright on the original Tomaiden, only really good cover Ron's secn on Vom; while ]
brother Wiedenback suffers egain for his offering on our New Yr No., 4e brecking
in here to explain to Ron what he & soms other readers never secmd to understand,
remely that Mother & Dawter Time werc not improperly proportiond in relation to
ong another, Dewter being too diminutive: the smaller female figure was sposed to
be symbolic of the New Yr, & incidently giving U 2 Vomaidens for the price of one,
rother'n an actucl baby. On the subject of fantasy nudes, Ron wonders why Forry &
Friends produce -the things, for they obviously are not art. Alternately, my sense
of art must be misplaccd or me & my contributors are "just plain letchers (I think
that is thc US term)." If the latter, Ron's sorry we're so darnd proud of it, for
it puts us in a very poor position in his eyes. To which I reply--& speaking for
Morojo also--loncst to Truth, Ron, the lasthing we want thot of us is that we're
the smirky sort wherc sex is concernd, pornografy peddlers in stfans' clothing,
That clement in LA fondom was one we always regretted, but fortunately now it is
only an unpleasant memory, Vomaidens innocently were inaugurated with the now-
famous gatefold, the "ReprejAdele" of the original of the fantasy nude espeshly
drawn for me by a former Ampas acquaintance, Pauline Hirst (Paule), about which
Angelefios had raved (the pic--not Paule,..but only bcuz none of 'em ever met her);
& was followd by others--in particular sevral Portfolios, including one fantasy
nude of my own conception, & always where possible with the "realistic touch", I
personly had thot our fans were pretty shockproof & sensible & woud be pleased to
receive in one their own mags what tabu-bound pulps & convention-shackled other
sources don't supply. Do U noe that the Canadian edition of Weird Tales featuring
"The Blue Woman" demyd thut a woman has breasts by retouching the cover so that
the girl had a chest in the mesculine sense? That silly sort of shame robs beauty
from life. What we sometimes got--& yet run beuz, like many a letter not so hot,
Vom is the mirror of fendom, good, bad or indifrent--& what we'd like to give U,
are, to rework an oldy about horses of difrent colors, "femmes of difrent forms",
We'd like to give U Finlay unfetterd, Bok unabasht, Wright unrestraind, Turner un-
retoucht: Norhalas & Santhus from Merritt's imegination, Minga maids by Moore!
are we lecherous, lousy, lewd, looneyt The defense begs the indulgence of the
court for conswning so much space, & rests its case...

STOPRESS! The sun shines
brite, the world's alryt again, bcuz: "Will you please announce in VOM that I
have decided to re~enter fandom. (P.S3. the girl on the back is a witch!)"--Tucker.

JOHN CUNNINGH.i (nufsed) 2050 Gilbert St, BeaumonTexas: "Cover looks more like
ROUGES gallery-from FBI files than a fmgzine cover---Most sensible face on the
whole page was of course:.nglofan #1, John Michcel Rosenblum...a nice look ing
chap if I ever saw one...true blue Britisher, could easily pass as some US /. Busi-
ness man--of high importantence etec, H.C. Koenig,,,looks to be like Nelson Eddy,
tho a scientist of a sort, ECCO-intelligent, systematic, Stylish, Gus Willmorth-
Regular fellow, sorta Like Bing Crosby in a way--dresses &s he pleases, don't give
& damm what others thinks, and is all around friendly. Damon Knight-Nostro-Demus,
be he his elected follower? Jenkins&Gilbert--pack up UR fmgzine interests and send
them to em...Those guys ere issuing so meny fmgzine they cre ceusing a fmgzine IN-
FLATION-in capital L. Gert Kuslan:Stfandom could use more feminine supporters and
followers of her type, as alo the Finns' Doldi? Len Moffatt, the little guy-who is
unjustly criticized. Phour,Elmer Perdue-fan-a-la-experte--EEEEvans, just as U -
said- a right guy, and a square dealer-next president of WFFF,,Hurrah--hes & grand
0ld lesder--he is, ‘’ Pah, all this autrocious dribble(babish)talk by 4E, on being
notified that Use have 3li rating. T ink what the fans will be thinking, if that
guy can get such a rating, then what chance have the kiorons for exemption? The
battlescene will be & Tormation of apes veresus--babbling humans--etc..sall in fun
tho, to thinl thus--as the rest do--or is it? °’ Art Widnersheen's Leter:Very
fine-thorough, liked his descritpion of Tigrina'Silly Girl,etc., Say-irt could pass
as a philospover any day--just hope he don't try to analize me by letters IVE

wrote him ctc." Lipproves Klingbieletter & suggests stfandom coud use & 1il more j

"Lectric Juice of true action" & less "daubling around". ‘%  Requests less of
"Tigrinia(boresome )art, and more of that super cloosal-prozineish,the type of nude
e seint would like, drawings of Turner instead. I could look at Turner's pic
Phtholognyrrh, cll day--and still not get enoug joy outa it to satisfay. It is a
masterpiece worthy of hignest merit snd wuality. I have spoken SALAMI"

N eion Moot of 95 Mere Rd, Leicester, Ene. on 25 Moy was stirulated
S fo rite by "the shock of seeing myself peering out

between Ken Chapman & Ies Johnson on the February cover, It was the first time
I've scen that 'photo which I fancy was tekon at the gencral gathering in London
last September., Talien, incidentally, in Regent's Park--just across the road from
where Wells lives when he's in town. “° I could say a lot about the magazine but
it would boil down to the fact that it suits me fine since it gives a pretty good
picture of imerican fans being in the main frivolous, occesionally serious-& at all
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times enamoured of clubs, organizations & fraternities, & of Brit-
ish fans going through their various stages of development -- socialism, sex, sem-
antics seems to be a frequent trend. ‘’ Which brings ms to 'Horizon' possibly the
highest-browed of all highbrow magazines over here at present, The editorial in
current issue argues that artists in general don't know enough about science &
since war tends to stifle artistic achievement they should spend their time coming
to terms with science. 'The ideal' (I quote) 'would be a crop of writers who
could not say "I love you" without understanding exactly what is meant by I, love,
and you--in the language of bilology, psychology, philosophy and semantics.....How
should a writer tackle sciencey It is clear that most writers have no time to un-
dergo any scientific training--there are, however, certain books that meke_ the
subject easy. One is 'The Science of Life' /[by H.G. Wells & Julian Huxley/...this
is the most fascinating of all compendiums and contains incidentally, for those
who know how to find them, the plots of about fourteen hundred novels,......' A4nd
so on to the final sting in the tail 'It may be said that nothing is more tiresome
than an artist with a half-baked knowledge of science....' How true, ‘° Vhy I
should bring all this in is rather obscure but since I am writing I may as well
write about something. (Unlike so many people, )"

! A‘MT& in a letter dated
just the day bfor the preceding, proceeding from ——--:f: 7 Elm Rd, Wembley,
Middlesex, Eng: "I hold with this new system of printing only the interesting ex-
tracts from letters, as distinet from presenting reasonable facsimiles of same (I
gather this phase is current in the States - why?) complete with spelling errors
disguised as Ackermenese, blots, fingerprints, & bits of egg (not that you'll get
any egg from this side - chickens are grown in bottles over here, owing to the
scarcity of eggs)., Of course, this means that I'll never sece any of my letters in
VoM again, but I always did henker to be & martyr in the ceuse of progress. '°
The Rogucs Gallery cover is an absorbing piece of work, especially to a physsiog-
onom-- physiogmist-- no, physiogomnist-- demmit-- (Ackermanese, whera art thou?)
--Fiziognommist, I've got o ray-gun like Daugherty's, only I didn't
know it was e ray-gun, Think--I might have killed someone! Or does it just para-
lyse you? The cost of the upkeep of it certainly paralyses me. *’ The letters
speak for themselves, which saves you an' me bother."

Speaking of letters' speak-
ing for themselves, here's one that's beginning to set up an echo: "Will you
please announce in VOM thet I am again resigning from fandom." And the customary
PS.

A ; de la Rojalea Aviada Forto skribas en la sciencfikcia
f(afaﬁA&L ;h51<ufiﬁ . lingvo de Anglic:  "Eble vi miras ricevinte &i tiun
leteron Esperantan de preskal nekonata stefano, kiun
vi certe ne sciis esti Esperantisto. Mi nur komencis lerni Esperanto antel malpili
ol tri monatoj. En iMarto nunjare,:kiam mi vizitis iichael Rosenblum, mi vidis 1i-
ajn lernolibrojn Esperantajn, kaj mi decidis ke la lerno de tia lingvo farus fiank-
okupon tre interesan. Je preskal la sama tempo, mi renkontis &i tie Dave NcIlwain,
kiu, mi sciis, estas tre entuziasma Esperantiston. (Mistera afero estas, ke ni am-
bad estis dum tri monatoj 8e la sama aviadstacio kaj ne renkontis unu la alian,)
De tiam ni trovis &i tie kelkojn sliajn Esperantistojn, kaj ni klopodas formi Es-
perantan Klubon. Parenteze--du el niaj novetrovitaj semideonoj estas nekonataj
stefanoj. 4nked, Deve petas ke mi diru al vi ke S-ro John W. Holland, I.E.L dele-
gito knj 8efperanto de Tutmonde Junular-Organizo, nun legas 'Weird Tales', kaj
tsstounding', kaj &c abonas 'Fido'. Dave esperas ke S-ro Hollond baldal estas vera
stefano." Forster continues, telling how he, McIlwein & author Eric Frank Russell
hove stf mtgs almost nitely, Russell recounting his experiences in New York, about
stfans everywhere, about tho world of writing, During "stf suppers" at the canteen
they heatedly argue politix, filosofy, literature, eto. Vivu Espgranto! longe vi-

vu Rofo de le Rafo, k lo plej elkorajm sglutojn do Mirta Forsto sl Dejmikil...

; o £;1 puts in an apearance for Australis, riting--hm--
gz)cfoﬂtcu' /7 /T4y 25 one day after Hanson, from 130 Brook St, Coogee,
NSW: "I think the drink question is cnusing o 1ittle bother among you chaps in
U.S.A. It was something of o coincidonce, therefore, that I recently read an arti-
cle 'In Praise of ilcohol' by Edward Podolsky, in an old 'The Modern Thinker', a
slick magezine dated 1933." The spirit of which, summarized from Evans' 4 pgs, wos
ns follows: Fresh air good for the human organism--but too much upsets the body's
gas equilibrium & causes convulsions., One even can drink too much water, And it
is so of all things, not sot How mony famous men have drunk & praised alcohol, in-
cluding Plato, hLeschylus, Shokespeare, London & Poe. It has been rocorded Poo's
grentcst creations came into being when he was inebrioted., And Evans names o cer-
tc.in fantasy riter who, "in o personcl lettor to me, did not conceal his affection
towards alcohol. In view of all this, I find myself merely slightly amused at
the hysterical outbursts of puritenical Vomites when commenting on the ‘evilness'
of the more boisterous among you there." !'Temperance in all things' is Evans' mot-
to, but he also calls for more toleranoce for the drinkers on the part of the tee-
totallers, espeshly those fans for whom it is no effort to abstain., Has theory
which may be of intrest to the audience, that delirium tremens is a peep into an-
other dimension made possible by absolute oblivion to surrounding'realities, a
greatly stimulated brain action & a greater optical perception. * "In conclu-
sion, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that Jesus Christ, when walk-
ing in on a wedding party and found that there was only water fo; the guests ?o
drink, was sport enough to "turn the water into wine". Keen bible students will
not deny the record of this historic fact.”
Coud Tucker be keeping company with

the spirits of Poe, Plato & Co? "Will you please ammounce in VOM--"etc, This
offagain-onagain attitude of Pong's is driving FandlM, if not fandom, to drink!
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SOME NOTES ON THE BIACK ARTS
By Alojo

Occultism, end the erts, sciences and crefts connected with it, is gener-
r1ly misunderstood by the laymen, end not really comprehended except by those who
heve been willing to devote & considersble emount of their time to the studies and
reserrches required. Indeed, e person who dabbles slightly in any or all of the
brenches of the occult arts will generelly emerge even more befuddled than the ev-
erage person, who cerries within him the inherited rece-memory of things he dimly
perceives but does not understend. The seemingly med whirl of Black Magic, White
Magic, Satanism, Witcheraft, the Bleck Mess, Voodoo, Invocations, Demonology, Black
and White Magicians, thet confronts the casuel inguirer is prectically guaranteed to
leave him startled, confused, end without eny clear understanfing of that which he
started out to seek, whether it be along the White or the Bleck Path.

Since time immemoriel, beyond the comprehension of the feeble Fifth Race
memory, beck to the days of the glory of the Atlanteen Impire, the conflict between
the Bleck end the White Schools has existed, sometimes flering into open conflict,
but generelly confined to a silent but no less deadly clash of interests, Between
those who work only for the self, and those who work for the whole, there will be
strife until the finel dissolution of the Universe. What exists in the world today
is but one brief instant in 8 struggle between the Powers of Light end Derkness that
extends over e period so great thet it steggers the imeginetion.

This peper could not possibly even begin to be a comprehensive treatise on
White snd Bleck Occultism in the brief spece allotted to it. What we must do, then,
is sttempt to strte as nerrly es possible the facts, snd clerify some general misun-
derstand ings.

DEVIL WORSHIP AND THE BLACK MASS

"Devil Worship” is in itself s mislerding title. A more accurste one
would be "The Worship of the Negative Principle," Seten, Iucifer, Mephistopheles—
pll ere differing menifestetions of Negetion. And an UNSELFISH worship of these
princinles would be no different from 2n unselfish worship of the Positive Prin-
ciple, es rllegedly represented by the Christisn churches. It 1s only when these
vrinciples are propistiated for selfish reesons thet evil results. :

In fect, there sre few church-goers who ere not to some degree practicing
p selfish worship., They prey to God for favors—opersonal favors, Some even pray
thet a rivel mey go out of business, or that their slightly nefarious ects may go
undiscovered, or in time of wer for a victory for "their" side. If one were to ace
cuse these pious individusls of "Devil Worship" (to use the term loosely) they would
indignently deny it. Yet what they ere doing is worse than the open avowel of the
Satanist that his motives ere selfish., He is at leest honest about his motives.
Meny a viller of the church is not—sand his sct is doubly infamous thereby.

Arthur Edwerd Weite seys, "In Egypt, in India, and in Greece, there was no
derling with devils in the Christian gense of the expression; Typhon, Juggernaut,
and Hecete were not less divine then the gods of the over-world, end the offices of
Cenidia were probably in their wey es secred es the peeceful mysteries of Ceres,"
The worship of the representertives of the Negative Principle was selfless end im-
versonal. It occupied as important 2 plece as the worship of the Positive Principlse
snd it wes not until personrlity entered into the scheme that its downfall began,

It would probsbly be sefe to say thet nowhere does there exist today a
vorship of Negation which is pure »nd uncontemineted by selfish purposes. Yet there
sre uncounted worshivs of lesser digniteries then the Devil, According to Theda
Kenyon, "e greerter authority then eny synod mentioned him (Seten) as an Archengel;
pnd » medievel savant called him *the greet Second Best.' To the Persians, he is
the 'Prince of the Powers of the Air,'" 1In the sllegory of the ambitious Archangel
who was cast out of hesven to become the Ruler of the Powers of Darkness 1is conceal-
ed a great chepter in the past of menkind.

Yet how is Setan worshipped today? The worst picture is pasinted by Huys-
mans in "Le Bas." Vith this es the absolute nadir, one may find almost any degree
of deprevity end perversion smong those who kneel before the shrine of the Black
Goat of Mendes. Some take this course &s sn outlet for pure love of evil., Others
use it in hope of geining power of one sort or enother. It is an evil time indeed
vwhen one of the two greet powers of the Universe finds itself with only such as
these to worship it. Such is the result of thousends of years of oppression, mig-
interoretation and persecution.
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One espect of Satsnism hes been neglected, and that is the matter referred
to ebove, of the verying menifestations of the Negetive Force, One menifestetion is
Satan—the ruler of the covens of the Middle Ages, the "Master of Slenders, Dispen-
ser of the benefits of crime, Administrator of sumptious sins and great vices," as
he is described by Huysmens. Another is the sueve, cosmopoliten Mephistopheles, and
still another is Lucifer, the fiery demon of wer and hete, Would the worship which
is directed to Setan be plessing to Mephisto or Lucifer? It is doubtful. Perheps
it is this thet sccounts for the varying types of Satanism to be found.

Thet Devil-Worship is e power in the English-speaking world today cannot
be denied. Agein ond s2gain strenge reports crop up, to be quickly suppressed ard
forgotten, Some years ago a friemd told me of his attempts to revive the ancient
form of the Black Mass, which wes celebrated with the body of ® woman for the altar.
Kenyon relstes how Madame de lMontespAn, mistress of Louis XIV, was & principal in
such a ceremony in 1679. The author Seabury Quinn has written of these things, but
8s usual, fect is much stranger than fiction.

It 1s to be regretted that even those who practice Satanism know so little
sbout thet which they perticipete in, But the lack of understarding cheracterizes
the 2ge, Perhaps st some time in the future a partisl knowledge of the significance
of the greet principles conceeled behind the figure of the Devil will become better
known and more widely used.

WITCHCRAFT AND SORCERY

It has been denied by one alleged suthor that there is any comnection be-
tween Setenism end Black Megic. While this is quite possibly true at the present
time, due to the lsack of knowledge which is generasl smong most Setanists, end even
smong some Black Megiciens; while in our present stete of ignorance ebout so many of
these matters it is doubtful if eny person could be & Black Magician and still per-
ticipate in the Black Mass, still there is evidence that this has not slways been
the case,.

In the Black Mass, the Demon is genuflected to and propitiated as e Deity.
Men spoears es a2 supplisnt, beseeching the Dark Master to look with favor upon him.
In Black Magic, the celebrant invokes the Spirit of his choice, and cammends him to
obey his will, Here Men is the master, the demon is the ‘'servant, at leest for the
veriod agreed upon., It seems difficult to reconcile the two.

If the two functions could be reconciled, however, it would be by the
viiteh or the sorcerer. The records of megic would seem to indicate that in the past
meny cambined the two successfully. Michelet, while not making such stetements di-
rectly, seems to imply this, as do other authors.

Kenyon mekes a point thet seems to heve been overlooked by many other
writers, nemely, that there are "white" as well as "black" witches., The "white"
witch is the honored villege wise-women, while the "black" witch is the haggerd,
furtive evildoer. So it is slso with the sorcerer, It is apparent that there is e
hitherto overlooked connection with the Black end White Schools—a slender connec-
tion, to be sure, but nevertheless one which beers investigetion.

It wes the sorcerer or sorceress—most often the latter—who ettended or
precided ot the coven, where the rites of Sstan were performed, But they were not
loeth to invoke the prover demons to aid them in their work, Thus the functions of
Bleck Megic and the Black Mass were combined in one person,

Mong with witchcreft snd sorcery—which includes under one heading the
cesting of spells, bewitchment, hesling, prophesying, the making of chaxms and
philtres, and other things too numerous to mention—should probably be placed
Voodoo, which is simply s particular kind of witcheraft, highly confused and con-
fusing to the Caucesian, but a vitel, living force in Africa, the Carribean Islands,
and in our ovn Southlsnd. Sesbrook has many times shovmn the connection between Af-
ricen Voodoo &nd Occidental Witcheraft, which is not surprising, since the student
knows thet both trace back to 2 single beginning almost beyond the memory of man,

The sauthor Williamson in his story "Darker Then You Think" forwerded an
unusu~sl hypothesis—thet the witches end sorcerers sre the remnonts and throwbscks
of s sepsrate race, thet they sre the devils and demons, snd that at one time they
ruled the earth, until man rebelled and overthrew them. And through the ages the
witchfolk, es he called them, have been working to regein their lost position., With
the powers attributed to them, such as estral projection, they could easily have
tricked men 211 through the sges, by impersonating the Devil at the Black Mess, dur-
ing invonations by would-be megicisns, and at other times. While this theory was
set forward »s pure fiction, thers ere sufficient elements of fect behind it to mske
it e theory worthy of consider~tion in eny discussion of occultism and msgic.
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BIACK MAGIC

Whether or not we admit that witchcraft at one time was a comnecting link
between Devil liorship 2nd Black Megic, it is eppsrent thet at the present time the
two ere seperate entities. 4nd this is well. Tf there were msny persons capatle of
combining the two, it might well be the beginning of 2 course like thet which culmi-
neted in the sinking of Atlantis.

As in Sstenism, the powers invoked in Bleck Magic are not in themselves
evil—they ere evil only when put to misuse. This is a2 pcint much misunderstood.
If either Sertan or Tucifer (representing, respectively, ihe powers of Saiturn exnd
Mers) were to go out of the scheme, men would not loag survive, These powers are
those mentioned by Goethe in "Feust," which "work for good while ever sclheming ill,v
Their scheme for ill would come to naught were it not for the mechanicimns of mor-
tals, who strive in every wey to pervert these forces from their naturzl path.

It is not in the leesst remarkable thet the number of Black Megicians is so
smrll, comoered with the number of Setanists, One rerding of the necessities for
invoking even the lerst powerful spirit is enough to convinees one that here is a
course which only the most intrepid #nd determined should enter on. The vestments
of the megicien must be prepared. The proper nlanetsry canfigurations must be de-
termineéd, The sword, the staff, the rod, the lencet, the srctrave or hock, the bol-
line or sickle, the needle, the poinerd, & white-hendled knife and ancther knife
with a bleck hendle., The pen =nd ink, the virgin perchment, the wax for the can-
dles, the gilken cloth in which to wr=p the instruments. The selt, the secrifice.
And each of these must be prepered in e certain way, at 2 certain time, end with
certsin prryers, exorcisms, invocetions, 2nd benedictions. To proverly prepare for
a vital invocation is 2 task which takes weeks, even months, and there are few who
are willing to devote the time to it, much less the sbstinence, continence and con-
secration which are necessery concommitments to a successful operation.

But if 2 person is stesdfsst and resolute, end follows the instructions to
the letter, whet can he expect? If he is, for example, invoking one of the seventy-
two spirits imprisoned by King Solomon, =2nd later releesed (these spirits ere men-
tioned in e2lmost all works on Goetic Theurgy, end therefore may be considered of
considerable importsnce in the 3emoniac hjerarchies), he may invoke one such as For-
neus, a greet Marquis, who apnears As.s sea-monster, and teaches all arts and sci-
ences. Or Asmcdey, » powerful king, who epresrs with three heads, the first of e
bull, the second like » msn, and the third like s rem; he hes a serpent’'s tail, the
webbed feet of a goose, =nd vomits fire; he merkes one invisible, and indicates the
vlerces of conce=led treesures. Or Sytry, a grert prince, who sppears with a leo-
perdts herd, but assumes a humen form on commard; who procures love betwoen the
sexes. Or eny number of others, who, being properly stimulated and appessed, will
grant the megicizn =lmost snything he could desire.

Or, if the mergicien is not satisfied with invoking any of these lesser
demons, he mey proceed to invoke Lucifer himself. Here, of course, both the re-
werd snd the penrlty 2re correspondingly higher. For while most of the lesser
hiererchy will be satisfied with e kind of "token peyment" for their services, Luc-
ifer will usually deal only for the delivery of the body end soul of the magician at
» specified time. Note, "body end soul." Not just the soul, as so many fictional
writers heve led the public to believe,

Tt is our personsl opinion that A. Merritt's "Seven Footprints to Satan,"
in its description of the unfortunate men and women bound to serve "Satan" in var-
ious ways to his benefit whilse still in corpus, came much nearer to the truth than
meny readers imegined. Merritt's "Satan" wes only & mortal, however, end was de-
stroyed. Imegine the vast network for crime or any other purpose that en immortal
power could muster.

The dividing line between black end white megic is drawn so fine thet of-
ten P supposed white magicien serves the black powers without knowing it. In this
connection, megic is rerlly: divided into four, instead of only two, divisions.

White Megic is the right use of spiritusl power, consciously and objectively; Yellow
Mrgic 1s the feilure to leern how to prevent the perversion of power; Grey Magic is
the unconscious or subconscious perversion of power; and Black Magic is the use of
spiritusl powers to gratify snimal or selfish proclivities.

The Black Megicisn in his selfish egotism thinks himself greater than God
or lew, =nd continually brerks the rules of force; but sooner or later, like Faust,
he is dectroyed by the forces he has attempted to master. If he himself was the
only one to be destroyed, it would be en affair of unconcern for the rest of the
world, But before his destruction he is able to wreck incalculable damage to those
sbout him. Vet it must be reslized that the Black Mpgician has his place in the
worlé schema. If he A4id not, he would not exist et sll. Perhaps the future will
bring grester understending of the whole of the plan in which these things exist.
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IN DIFENSE OF ALEISTER CROWLEY

It is seldcom thet any men hes been &8s maligned as Aleister Crowley, and on
less evidence, Even impartizl writers seem to be infected with the virus, =nd can-
not even quote newspaper articles concerning him without mangling their contents,
The most recent etteck, which cells Crowley's organizastion a "degenerate, criminal
cultis," comes from a so-cslled writer of fantastic stories of which reports have
indicated thet his principal deity is Becchus, and whose writings have appeared in
mpgazines which have either been benned from the stends or else have coested perll—
ously close to being banned by the post-office deveriment,

It is e metter generally ignored thet Aleister Crowley has never been ac-
cused of eny crime, never been prosecuted in eny court, end has never hed any evi-
dence produced egainst him to substantieste the numerous slanders cast agsinst his
person and his writings for slmost fifty years.

That his writings eare sensuous snd full of the love of life is not to be
denied—but no censor hss ever benned one of them, Thet he has revealed numerous
frauds emong so-cprlled "Metephysicel" eand "Occult" groups should be & point in his
favor, not against, His books, such es the "Liber 777," hsve revealed e depth of
knowledge in mystic art and science which is elmost unparalleled.

Because Crowley is contemptious of the sttecks upon him, becesuse he con-
glders them unworthy of his notice, becesuse he does not boether to reply to slanders
end libels end defemetions, the tell tales end smug stories about him multiply and
increrse emazingly., But Crowley dismisses them &1l with an attitude similar to that
of Alice when she wes on triel in Wonderland—m"you're nothing but a pack of cards!™

We ere not 2 member of Crowley's orgenizetion. We have never met him. We
have been privileged to tvice eattend the Mass of the 0, T, 0., and found it replete
with 2 deep symbolism and understanding of mystical and occult principles., We have
read some of his books, both of postry and magic, and have found them extremely in-
teresting.

We venture to predict thet, in spite of vilificetion, hate, and lies, the
works of Aleister Crowley will survive, About his personml life, about his beliefs,
his actions, about the dreed things whispered sbout him, we care not. It may be
that he is the chief of the Bleck Megiciens—or he mpy be only o deep student with
e flzir for the drematic and theetrical, Neither of these hypotheses can in any way
detract from the written works which he has produced, snd is still producing.

"Do Whet Thou Wilt Shall Be The Whole Of The Iew" and "love Is The Iaw,
Love Under Will" sre Crowley's creeds, and those of his followers., "Do Whet Thou
Wilt," resd with the emphesis in one place, becomes the bassis of a large number of
the attacks on both himself end his orgsnizetion. It is a fsct, regrettsbly, that
e large number of members of this orgenization never reslize the true meening of the
vhrase, "Do What Thou Wilt," But if the phrese is read with understanding, it be-
comes frought with meening for eny who follow it.

Aleister Crowley will probsbly heve to weit until efter his desth to re-
ceive the recognition due him, After his personal influence is removed from the
scene, a number of people may find out how wrong they were about him, and how badly
he hes been misjudged. But it waes ever so, and will continue thus until the erd of
time.

A NOTZE IN CLOSING

This brief paper wes originelly planned to cover meny more subjects then
we heve vpresented. .Unfortunetely, leck of svace hes forced the qmmission of all but
the most importent considerations. It is our sincere hope that some of the more
widespread misapprehensions sbout these subjects have been at least partiaslly dis-
velled, Perhaps at some future date we may discourse sagein upon these and related
subjects, through this or some other medium. Until then, we wish you well.

THE WHITS PATH THE BIACX PATH
Service Prosperity et others expense
Self-secrifice Selfishness
Purificetion Short-cuts
Love Mestered by apnetite

Study Comf ort
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feel that to spave the hand is to spoil the ferme. "It is rather

funny" he says "to see American fans falling by proxy for sn affected
young school girl who needs, primarily, a hell of a good tanning. And, from her
photograph, I imagine that would be very nice for the tanner!® Sounds like a job
for Tumithak's creator. Charles te nimble, Charles be quick; Charles tame Tig
with a hickory stick. Charles Tanner. Facetiousness aside, tho, it is our con-
siderd opinion--Forry & Morojo--that if Tigrine acts like a child, treating her
like one woud not be conducive to making her grow up. In other words, one coud
spank the devil out of her only figuratively--not literally. What did brute force
ever prove anywayt Tigrina is a girl, slight of stature: MNost any wcud-be tanner
probly coud pin her down if he didnt mind a slasht face & some bruised shins in
the process; & after the farce was over & his sadistic spleen had been vented hs
woud have no repented angel on his lap but a hellcat with murder in her mind.
"Beat me Daddy, I'm Late to the Bar" is but a hangover from the hirsute days
when men were brutes & the prevailing colors for women were black & blue. No,
stfandom surely must have some civilized solution to Tigrina's perversion. 30.

YES, TUCKER,

/) 7 BARRON tells about himself for Me et the Rea de r !
//l _/./L/‘/h-’lt
\ | "Rusty is just a guy who decided around about the time the Denven-
tion came off, that it was high time to be getting into the stfan
field. But bak to the beginning. I was born, but won't attemptto prove it, in
Celifornia several years ago. Started traveling about as soon as that wes over

CQ (SAM) YOUD, 244 Desborough Rd, Eastleigh, Hents, Eng. seems to

- with, and haveo.been at it cver since until I camec to Philly. Learned to read b4

I went to school, and havevbeen at that ever since, too. Can't remember whon I
first got intrested in stf; too long cago. I remember the Tom Swifts, Crusocs,
120,000', and quite a few .Pnul covers rather vaguely. Have o few faint memories
of story plots appearing in acbout the first stf mags that came out. After read-
ing those, I passed out of the mag field and covered all tho books I could find
thatsecemed to fill the bill, forgetting that there even were any such things as
the pro mags specializing in stf. That was when I was too young to work and know
what to do with dough when I did get some. Then I got started again in '35 with
DOC SAVAGE, and TERENCE X O'LEARY'S WAR BIRDS. Shortly after this, I ran ecross
a stf pro (don't remamber which one) and reanlized that that was whet I had been
reading (in different and superior format and style) back in the Dark Ages of my
earliest reading. Tried to get hold of back issues so I could find out what I
had read and forgotten. Traded as fast as I read 'em at first, but then decided
to collect, After a couple of years of this, it beceme quite some problem to
keep 'em and keep on the move, so it was imperative that I stop mioving. I didn't;
lost quite a few items that I never expect to replace at any reasonable cost,

Was living in San Bernardino, Calif when I decided that if I were going to the
Denvention, I ought to go into LA and meet some of the fans who might be going.,
Met my first fan, 4e, on June 27 last yesr, then rodc my thumb to Denver to meet
more. Kept on from there with Widner, Rothman, Unger, and liadle to the latter's
home in Philly, Still there. Have been to the Boskone, helped put out one ish
of RAM's FD, and have my own weekly sheet, NEBULA--The Fantasy Fen Record, and
had one article on the Denvention printed in THE FANTASITE, as Rustebar, from the
first part of my full namo, Rust E(rin) Barron. 'hat nexttY T dunno."

[ (SGT SHINN) -~ first nonattending, extraurban, ducspaying LASFS
mem, last rote us: "Perhaps throughout the length of this mis-
CSI(U sive, I shall endeavour to mimic the VoM style of slangwidge.

'Twon't be good, but it couldn't be much worser than some of that a-
veilable in the latest VoM (Hallowe'en 42 Dyktawo?) “’ Seems somebody
don't love Acky's handritin'. Well, ein't that sad. These cracks about handwri-
ting are the gadgets that accellerate my metobolism, If anything is & person's
personal perogative, it seems that his way of writing is entirely his own. Phoo-
ey upon him or them inclusively. '’ (Above repercussions re handriting becuz I
(me) have the swirliest and curliest and the most illegibliest riting I have ever
seen.) ‘'’ Tigrina and her demons seem to be attracking a lot of comment from
various and sundry people. They don't like bogies. O0.K. I don't like bogies
either. I also don't like asparagus. If somebody else likes either of ‘'em, step
right off to't, matey, you have my approval, For what it's worth, * The exposé
of the Black Mass illustrated on page 13 is good. But that same illustration
could be used to show how I felt whon I had finished looking over the two folios
of VoiMeidens. Phf. I admire female figgers in all stages of dressy undress,
distress, etc but when the illustrator, drawer, or othcrwisc gets his anatomy all
mixed up, my total imprcssion is gu-loom. When somcone draws some¢ good Oncs,
I'11 cheer louder than anybody. Y'unnerstanty"
The affable aforegoing Romo$o may
Have the swirliest & curliest chirografy in fandom, but for sheer scrawliness &
indeciferability. we find unsurpast to be that of LEY MOFFATT, 419 Summit Ave, |
Ellwecod City, Pa, who says something like the following: "Greetings Volob!
Hope you feature these famographicovers every other month. Or is that asking too
much ¢2%¢? I was especially pleased to see the pics of fans with whom I correspond
(ECCO,RAYM,JMR,etc. ). Shor was too bad about Cunningham's pic - he should be
featured cn a cover all by himself.The more I hear of,and the more I hear from
the Texan,the better I like him, Of course,the fact is,I love all the stfans,
more or lsss (and mostly more). Tucker looked like another famous Illinois fella,
name of Abe Lincoln. MHmn-Bot quotad Lincoln not long ago in LEZ! Hmmm---- Lookee!l

Lookes! Right there in the middle with Losiie Perri! Now if Trudy had only been

- -
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WIDNER: I am not
a Christian Sei-
entist. I am a

__ Christian Scien-
t1f10t1onlst

Some releglons
are 90% twiddle,
,Christianity is
not 90% twaddle
(and 10% twiddle,
4E)1!!  True
Christianity is
based on common
sense & straight
thinking., Fact
is, a person can
practically live
*a Christian life
without ever

//”"———N
aar

A

(\;i\\\ NE: | hearing of any
ST e e //,/"’d—*‘~—- relegion, The New
;itjﬂx\\~) S / LST Testement is our

) g}’ guide.It doesn't
" Dot took aow, buT L Think welve Fouad 1he hdnﬁs|nu5! ( give us enforced
laws to obey. It
gives us plainly stated rules to follow. Either: (one) Tigrina is a hoax, or
(two) Widner is right concerning her & a real Black Mass,etc. I am more inclined
to accept the latter as the truth., “° CHAUVENENT: The Inquisition Boys may have
thought they were Christians by murdering non-believers but I'm afraid,chum,that
the modern organized churches do not recognize these torturers as true Christians,
No true Christian would kill anyone just because they (the 'anyone') do not be-
lieve in Christianity & are utterly evil in their ways. ' Concerning other
worlds," Len blievs there's intelligent life on other planets., God didnt create )
sun, stars, ot al, just so planet Tero coud have days & nites, Whether Satan's
power also reaches to those other worlds, he dunno. Other-planetarians need not
necessarily resemble humen beings simply bcuz earthman was made in God's image;
maybe on other worlds He made '"em in difrent imhges. ‘° The ALL had to start
from something--GOD, Tho God is "supernatural®-to us, bcuz we cannot understand
him;-he"is not"supernatural to Himself, His Son or the Holy Ghosti: ~Len-douts
stfans in general are nonreligious, ((Give us a sign, 0'Daw, that thou watchest
out for the intrests of thy fellow atheistfans.)) ’° "The VOMERMAID would not /
have been lewd,if she had not have been 'partially covered' by the lettering.
What do I mean by a cleapnude? The answer is on page 14 of the June ish of VOM,
"“'Twas a perfect drawing from the waist up. The lower limbs werc not as well-
drawn &s Turner prob'ly could have done. Background excellent. '’ Tigrina's

rans

cartoon was very funny. Very. and in extremely good taste,too,of course! Oh
Wello—meac " BRING 'EM BACK.ALIVE!!! ("Alive" underlined 4 timcs) What? Why,

o o s Pt s o s o i e ot o s

the hoomer-us contents pago, thc FANDM editorials, the cartoons by Gifford,ectc.
‘Truly, Fojek must be o slan, Who,but a true slan,could decipher this tondrilike
'slan-writing!?%? (Thore is not ruth to tgg rumor that Weavor Wright is gging

the life of Ackerman; entitled"I, SIcnl”™ If™bk™15"siccesstul, séquel is promist:
Eyes Slantl)"

RENNISON, our most faithful & thorogoing commontotor, in

%) the course of 3 letters tween 10 May & 13 Jun, had this - to
U?&; say, from §; Ramsgreeve Dr, Blackburn, lancs, Eng: "I like
‘/mﬁﬂiz;i:;>’ your corny cracks, and the prattle in VOM's pages, but let's
have e little meaty material, The!Professor'! seems to

have been well and truly panned, If it isn't a joke the
fellow seems-to—havo-been-well—and—truly—penned, Plain straight forward neked-
ness is not 'vile'tor 'filthy', unless you yourself have a filthy mind. I take

it that Cunningham is anti-alcohol. Bronson says all I could say on the subject.
Alcohol is ockay if you-can keep it within its proper limits. Liebsher's account
of the MichiCon was ¥very interesting, and informative. God! That super intel-

lect Donald Reymond Smith actually condescends to write you a letter. You should
be honoured - should have given him a page to himself, and Finlay illustrations.
Name in lights and all that. The man will never be satisfied with having his
letter printed among others, Roberts does exist. You will find mention of him
in Aussie fanags now and then. Erik Needham will probably have VOM grow on him,
I had his sentiments when I first read it, but long ago changed my mind. 'IT*'S

" BEEN GRAND KNOWING YOU,..!' I'm afraid that I agree with SWINE (see FANTAST -

Douglas Webster, 'Idlewild', Fountainhall Road, ABERDEEN, Scotland) on this sub-
ject. Whj must people suddenly break out crying on one another's necks, and weep
for the 'good old days' - when they never knew each othertY From what I know of
Frank Edward Arncld, he's just too, too divine. Levy's letter best in issue
(Jan) I can appreciatec his feclings, Sometimes you feel so dejected that you
have to get a thing off your chest, and when you've done it you can probably en-
dure the thorror' or sorrow once more. From what little I know of Aussic fan-
dom, I can pity him. Demnnis Tucker actually discusses sfn.! For VOM that is
miraculous. Howdy ECCO, Seems a nice guy. Writes a nice biog.. Croutch -
always good, TALES OF TIGRAWA blathers along nicely., She's either serious and
screwball; or just scrowball." Tucker interrupts: W.y.p.e.i.V.t.I.a.a.r.f.f. PS!

}
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IMAGI-NATION 13
Bepny continues: "Feb, '42, All the photos were swell (ain't
TICRANA nice looking¥). Harry Turner's got a devilish grin on his face! Brad-
bury got the best place tho'., Morojo looks hard at work, and 4e looks different
every pic. I see’ of "him, Daugherty looks nuts, and Yerke looks hungry (or is
that natural?), I oppose the idea of condensing letters. Yes, vehemently!
Either (a) print the whole letter; or (b) print part, and forget about the rest
altogether, BUT DON'T CONDENSE LETITERS. Answer to Elarcy's review of VOM in
FFF was very witty. Good for you. Milty's comments on Levy & nudes check with
my opinions entirely. (29 wit: UI love nudes but yours are lousy. Levy had
himself in a mental staté he no doubt has lived to regret writing about.!) Moro-
jo talks sense about smoking (weit while I light a fag up!) but after all, one is
entitled to a little pleasure, and smoking is that altho' wasteful too.,  Admit-
tedly it doesn't do you any good, but does it do you any harm? If that's all you
waste your money on, you're not doing badly. Incidentally, what price are fags in
the States those days? Over here they're cither 15 or 20c¢c per 10, Exactly dou-
ble pre-war price! (Cigs here about 65% cheaper'n Anglicigarets.)" To Tackett's"
attention Renny adresés tho statement that he thinks science & govt are doing far
more harm than good. Agrees with Fortier about fandom & its activitys; just has
quit collecting, himself, To quit was quite hard but feels much better. Thot
Prof's dame lousy. DNedhurst intresting for once, & without overemfasizing his
pet subject: sex, Why not a special Ackermanese cdition of the Bible for Mof-
fatt? Surely a good Christian shoudnt look at Vomaidens. Ecco has some sensible
views on co-oporation but they never'll work at the presentime. Leeds too long to
be really intresting & condensation of her letter rotten., Anglicomments good, es-
pecially Templetter, Cunningham biog poor. Croutch always good, what's more, a-
musing, Tales of Tigrina too cut up. "All in all, you've still got e swell mag.%
13 Jun: "VOM 22, Cover was quite good (Witch Hazel). °° Sorry to see VOM go ir-
regular, but it cannot be helped. 4e's job comes first, and you can't work Moro-
jo to death. She's doing quite enough as it is. '° Larry Shaw's,,,LEPRECHAUN
sounds as if it is a good fenzine, and I wouldn't mind seeing a copy. Hey, lar-
ry, can do for a copy of TALES OF WONDER?? Tom Wright hits the nail on the head
about nudes, Putting aside all moral questions, gnd presuming that the majority
of VOM readers want nudes, let's have,,,ones well drawn, and worth looking at.
Tackett nsks something that every fan pleading for better conditions seems to for-
get. WHAT CAN FANDOM DO ABOUT THIS%¥t? And the answer - nothing! Len Mof-
fatt,.,,I still hold that a true stfan cannot be a true Christian, Science fic-
tion preaches the foct that everything can be explained rationally, without re-
course to & mythicel God, and thus a true Christian should condemn the stories as
being blasphemous. But there is a difference between believing in God, and try-
ing to live a Christian life." Even an atheist may lead a Christian life but in- "\
termixing God & Christian principles makes the whole a form of mysticism. The
Bible is, in fact, the greatest fantasyarn ever ritten. Apears to Renny that
Lenny blievs the Bible implicitly; but even the Bible is contradictory in parts &
its source is not definitely noen. ’° No sympathy for Raym, who shoud keep his
den either tidy or lockt up, Finds Millaerd's reason for being a fan intresting
but blievs most fans are fans beuz they (a) want to improve the world; (b) noe

they can't; (c) escape via stf, Speer intresting; nothing much to comment on,
tho. "Meet the Reader(s)" grand--more, more & more, please. Burke as superior &
snobbish as usual. Doesnt noe Tigrina & can't judge her fairly. "'Live and let

live', Mr, Burke, and remember that your opinion of Tigrana probably reflects
someone's opinion of your noble (¥) self. “° All in all the issue was well up
to scratch, and I thoroughly enjoyed it."

TUCKER: "W.y.p.a.i.V.t.I.h.d.t.r.f. Ps!

/ the builty of 2113 N Franklin,
LL@J@}Cﬁ‘ Philly/Penna; "Dear Voice of the Imagination: (That must be the first
< time 1 ever spelled the name out complete. I ran out of ways to be or-
' iginal so I thought of this.) ’’ Bob Tucker, in Le Zombie, or some-
where, described the doldrums of a fan, in which said fan loses interest in every-
thing, buys magazines and lays them on the shelf, receives letters and glances at
them casually, tosses them on the desk to be answered later, walks around in a
fog, and is generally unhappy without knowing why. ‘" Yeh, Even the latest VoM
I glanced at casually and tossed aside. Even those excellent photos and that mag-
nificent, gorgeous nude on the back page. Tossed aside, not to be looked at for
weecks, while the cat took.her regular afternocon nap upon it. *’ Then came a time
when I said to myself look here, Rothman, you have to snap out of this. You can't
go on like this forever., Look at you: just bursting with energy and vim and vigor
and everything. The trouble is, you don't know what to do with it gl s “ L w Andy
goddam it, I still don't lmow what to do with it, The real trouble is that I've
been bored to death for the past couple of months, and here I sit still boring my-
self to death. And you, too, no doubt. Fah, " Well, let's dive into a discus-
sion or two. Vom has finally hit the uptrail of discussion. There's room for a
couple of luscious fights and things go in geometrical progression after an issue
such as this. ‘’ Lloyd Connerly is in the burning idealism stage, DMore power to
him. I wouldn'ft have missed it, myself, After a while of it, however, you start
to see what Mr. Marx was talking about. People don't plan changes in society; if
they do they never got what they plamned. Changes in societies and systems take
place through tremendous forces brought to bear from many directions: economic
forces, psychological forces, the results of many forms of oppression, industrial
changes. These are forces of indescribably great magnitude; they involve the
interplay of the lives of millions and billions of people. So we are going to make
plans to buck these incredible pressures, these changes which take place almost of
their own accord, it sometimes seemst You can't do that., Even the Communists and
Socialists don't try to. Their dialectic —aterialism is based upon this logical
progression from change to chenge, and the revolution to them is a netural, inevit-
able thing, taking plete from definite ¢"uses, Not plenned by a group of intel-
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lectuals. So that is our first consideration. Anything we
talk about has to be something that will not buck the laws too strongly. At this
moment matters are strategically ripe, Things are balanced precariously in a
state between state socialism and democratic socialism in this country. State so-
cialism is control or ownership of capital by the government, which in this defin-
ition consists of a small group acting for their own interests, Democratic socie-
lism is ownership of cepital by the people as a whole, and operated for the inter-
ests of the pecople as a whole, and not for the advantage of any particular group.
Right now the government is gathering cortrol of capitel. For the duration, the
purpose of this contrel is moinly to win the war. As soon as this war is over,
there comes a turning point. Will the cupitel return tu private control? Will
the capital stay under governmental control —- but will this control be a bureau-
cratic one heedlcss of the people, or will it be a democratic control by the peo-
ple and for the people? It is this turning point which we have to watch, end upon
which we can turn our pressure -- after the war is over. °° For the present all
we can do is keep a sharp eye out —- see that our civil liberties arec not taken a-
way for foke reasons, see that reactionary politiciens are defeated in elections,
and look for the turning point where the pressurc is going to be necded. “° D.R.
Smith's note about the frivolity of them Britishers is neatly summed up in the
words of another Britisher: 'We laugh in order that we may not weep.' '’ Amen
several times to Chauvenet, They stuffed me (when I was too young to do anything
about it) with the usual Hebrew voodoo. With the result that religion now has ab-
solutely no place in my mind whatsoever. Oh, sometimes when I feel lazy I think
how nice it would be to believe in something so I wouldn't have to go through life
figuring everything out for myself, but even in that mood I'd be damned if I be-
lieved in anything until they showed me something to believe in, Right now there
isn't a goddam thing in the world worth believing in, except that maybe if the
planet holds out that long we might have a decent kind of civilization two billion
years from now, like in Last end First Men. Of course, it would be nicer if there
were just. a bare chance of having a better world fifty years from now, which is
the only reason the war is worth winning,"
On 7-11-42 g lotter ritten o Vom from
of 929 Butler St, Peoria, I1i:" "Simnd Dean says: 'These people
—— that drool about "that way lies madness..." BAH, Madness a-
/,f-“zr‘:::d- rises from brain trouble, conscience, or from overworking the
~ mind.' Well, my dear Arisian, that was the whole point, over-
workine the mind. Try thinking about what I was talking about and you will see
what I mean. The mind is never full. It may be overworked, but it is never full,
The full potentalities of a man's brain have never been reached--nor will they for
quite a tidy while to come. '’ Webster's letter burned me up. I am getting
demned-tired of - samebody continually spouting off about what is wrong with fandom,
telling fans that they are droops, and urging them to give up even a portion of
their scientifictional ideals, 1ie does not really appreciate the full scope of
Science-Fiction Fandom. Fans in America may be a little wild at times, but at
least the far greater majority of them can recognize the fect that stf fandom is
something real and something that is a very important part of their lives, Web-
ster is not a true Science-Fiction Fan; that is obvious as all hell. Of Joe For-
tier he says: ‘Like most fans, it can truly be said of him that he should know
better,' I say that we cannot know better. I have not b2en disillusioned, my
dear Webster, just because I can truthfully sey that fondom is the best damned
thing on Earth. For me, Science-Fiction and True Science go hand in glove. True
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fan, thev should look upon fandom favorably. As for our friend's remark that Ti-
grina should 'try growing up for a change,’ I should like to ask Mr, Webster just
what he means by growing upr It could be said that Webster's praise for the
'Prof's delicious nude,! or his wanting some 'really juicy fights' is a sign of
immaturity. This, however, is not so. Nearly everyone possesses certain charac-
teristics or eccentricities calculated to retard them from reaching the point
where they can be called !grown-up'--in the strict sense of the word. I believe
that if Webster would notice the people around him he would realize such; practi-
cally everyone says or does something at one time or another which can be branded
as a sign of immaturity. Which means nothing more than that there is no definite
fixed age at which a person should bec told to act 'grown-up.' Most people can be,
and are, just as immature et 40 or 50, etc., as they were at 15 or 19 3/4~--in some
things. That quite obviously does not mean that they are--on the whole--as imma-
ture as & child of & or 11 1/4 might be. It is my belief that some of these Brit-
ish fans are not as psychologically mature as most Unistate Fans because they lack
the insight to recognize the true potentialities of Science-Fiction Fandom., '~ 1
for one learned nothing new from Tigrina's latest letter. Her position in regards
to witchcraft coincides with my own, I think., It is an intriguing subject, and omne
that can be studied without harm to one's self or to others--because there are no
such things as devils, etc., anyway. I liked Tig's latest drawing very much., I
like Tigrina anyway--but then I like all beautiful women. ((Meaning that Tige
is...¥)) (((what do you think?))) ((((It's pretty obvious, isn't it))))
(((((Haw!))))) 7 I was quite pleased with the cover of #23 Vom. !Tis the first
pic of Tucker I have seen that looks exactly like him. I congradulate U on your
having obtained it. From his picture T would think that Rosenblum is intelligent.
I had a nice warm overcoat like his once but lost it shooting craps."
And Tucker:

"Will you pleasc announce in VOM that I am again resigning from fandom. (PS: the
girl on the back is a witch!)" _ A

Followd next day by the Grand Fanalé: "Will you :
olease cnnounce in VOI that I am once aga%?_re—cgtering fandom., (P.S. the girl on
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just having met Real, Live Fans, afier having o

. been isolAted in Shangri-LA (truth is stranger
AN égé;ﬁy%QQQxaﬁ; than fiction) reveals some reactions to agti-

. ; fans & their fmz &c, from her airy eyrie at
1119 1/2 S Kenmore: "In the first place, I'll have to be jolly careful about what
I say, because if I don't, 4e will slip in a pun everytime I open my mouth. (PUN,
chum, not BUN. Nya! Beat you to it!) (Where've U bun all my life, Punocchio?)

His facility for 'the lowest form of humor' i quité amazing, and is quietly dri-
ving me crazier than ever. ’’ What's all the fuss about? Devil worship or any-
thing else you want to call it devends antirely on the individual and what he be-
lieves, Ergo, what he worships is sometiing he created, and known to him &lone,
Sects and their worshipping is mass hypnotism--self hypnotism, and therefore not
dependable. If anyone wants an argument on occult powers and 'dark' and 'Light!
magic, magicians, etc, kindly address me and let's have some fun. Modestly, I
pride myself on being open-minded (that is what mind is left after seven years of
strict scientific training.) and other people's opinions interest me greatly. Any
tekersr ‘’ Somebody hold me up! (Is their a robber in the audiencet) A whole
cargo of real, live, in-the-flesh fans Rave been inftroduced to me; and the impres-
sions gained heretofrom are amazing. In the first place, everybody knows every-
body else, from coast to coast, north and south; second, everybody runs or helps
support a fanmag of some kind; third, everyone is crazy; fourth, everyone would
rather argue than eat, and if he can't argue, he'll fight anyone or anythings;
fifth, I'm crazy too! Seriously, I think that fandom is a marvelous thing,
Where there would ordinarily be social barriers and conventions, restrained feel-
ing and formality, in the world of fans, the mutual like of science-fictions and
all the branches brings out earnest solicitation of discussions, letters, mage-
zines, frionds, humor, arts and sciences, and the more-or-less level-headedness in
talking about environments, social 1life and world conditions---not mention all the
cultures from picanthropus on down. And I do mean down! ‘° I like VOM. From my
first reading, I get the impression that the mng represents a steady, old-time,
non-partisan, impersonal dispersal center for the thoughts and works of everyone
who has anything whatsoever to do with fandom. Sort of 'upper crust', so to
speak, “’ Catching up with Tigrina, I like the way cartoons about/by her are
scattered through VOM., Her whole notion of answering to the Devil is different,
but I'l1 bet M¥ars to Venus that she has a good reason for what she said. Most
people make as startling declarations as that out of some impulse, some reason
that may have lain hidden deep and been jolted out, or a reason caught up on the
spur of the moment out of humor, desire, bitterness, or hate. °’° I like that
illus in Vom 23 muchly, The detail intrigues me because it is so fine, and shows
careful work, The figure itself is one of the best-proportioned I have seen in a
long time, but it doesn't look like the drawing of a live person; it looks like
the drawing of a drawing, or of a doll, or statue. She and Peck's devil in Light

for lay should get together. Watch the brimstone roll! ‘‘ How many . -of the audi-

ence have road Talbot Mundy's books?Y 1In particular, 'Black Light', 'Om', fThe

-

\

Devil's Guard', and '0ld Ugly-Face?' The merit in these books is that Mundy makes

no attempt whatsoever to fool the public or writc these books on.a sceince-fantasy
basis., From the way they are told, they might be the case-book of a missionary or
a foreign correspondent in India, The characters and settings are real, the
things that happen plausible and hightly possible, Every new adventure is ripe
for conjeeture. Mahatmas, occultry, hypnotism, a possible new c¢ivilization. Well
--has anybody read them? ‘’ This blithering and blathering has gone far enough.

Why doesn't someone tell me to shut up? ‘‘ Confidentially, life is wonderful.
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The *SCIENCE & FANTASY FICTLICN

ALBUM
needs your snzpshot & autograf. li F
you haven't done so already, don't
tail to send yours to World Head-
quarters:
Thoss R. Daniel
B8 e L6

Pomona Cal

YOU mustntt tef this
opportunity for unity in stt & sol-
idityina fandom escape. Sign your
name on A4 piecelof typing paper 3'"x 2VicTAW
S" & serd with vieur snapshoi io the
above address..?,.....,...0..9...,.4
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